spirits and particularly with the reading of the paper by Sir Robert Macintosh, now gone from us.
The arrangement of the book satisfyingly fills many gaps in the story of anaesthesia and demonstrates the value of such symposia. To use a personal example, who would have thought that the papers of Professor Couper of South Africa and Gwen Wilson of Sydney would complement each other so neatly? The programme committee and the editorsthat's who! I congratulate them all.
It would be inequitable to try to comment on specific papers in two hundred words. Enough to say, to all anaesthetists -buy the book, read it, and you will be enthralled. It is intended for the use of the 'young doctor with limited experience in anaesthesia' practising with the restricted facilities to be found in small hospitals of first referral in countries which have sparse specialist resources. Priced at 20 Swiss Francs (approximately $15) it is wonderful value.
GWEN WILSON

Historian Faculty of Anaesthetists Royal Australasian College of Surgeons
The presentation of text, diagrams and illustrations is beautifully clear, concise, informative and understandable. Only techniques, drugs and equipment likely to be available are described. No nitrous oxide here, it's either unobtainable or too expensive, rather you use thiopentone then ether, trichlorethylene or halothane from a robust drawover vapourizer with air as the carrier gas (with a little supplemental oxygen if you have it). The ventilator is a musclepowered and reliable self-inflating bag plus nonrebreathing valve. Suxamethonium, gallamine or alcuronium complete the picture.
